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ICHARD HOPE,

85 after a long

€SS, was, as

editor of Railug Y Gazette
{for 21 vears.

the most authoritative

Journalist of his

time, and the mainstream

media’s first choice to

explain developments in the
industry to the public; his
assessments of high-profile

Erashf.':s such as the
icularly valued.
g, Hope joined the

Gazelte in 1964,
ginning an association

with the title that would last

half a century. He was its
editor from 1970 to 199] -

Ior services to railway

Jee laced
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allway Journalist wh

their telephones v ithout
Home Office authority.
leading tg questions in
Parliament about the
freedom of the press
s railway policy.
Approached by Ty
Sunday Times, Briti sh R
chairman Richard Marsh

said the paper was one of a

. number of hypothetical
' Studies, and “there are

- another dozen copies in the
' cupboard here”. But he read

| the Riot Act to the

Department of the

- Environment, saying the
resulting headlines were

AS every copy of the paper
was numbered, he
demanded that the

when he was appointed OBE

Secretary of State, Peter
Walker, call in the police.
In 2013 it was revealed

Dawson, a principal in the
Department and a fellow-

ige Talyllyn

“dmpaigned aoainst rail

as wel]

ail’s

Immensely damaging to BR.

that the leaker had been Reg
volunteer with Hope on the

Attorney General told
Parliament that no one
would be prosecuted, the
Transport Minister
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Hope: he reported rail accidents and was caught up in two Hims&lf

horror that it proposed I
closure of every railway in
Wales except those to
Holyhead and Fishguard, he
risked his career by lending
a copy ;
tipped off The Sunday Times.

to Hope, who in turn

- Six months after the

aregrettably
cument” were no
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f—.ua‘:dn‘* Hope and Evelyn
Balfour, daughter of the Ist
Baron Riverdale

| .U‘Efr his father was Killed
1 action over France in
August 1941, Richard and his

brother Were evacuated to

Canada; his interest jn
railways started ip Ottawa
aged eight. He returned to
England in 1944. completing
his schooling at Eastbourne
College.

In 1951 he started an
dpprenticeship with GEC in
£ w Birmingham, imnterrupted by
& National Service with the

3 RAF. His mother remarried
% In 1953, to Lt-Col John
= Rivett-Carnac, Chief
« @ Constable of
Huntingdonshire.

Hope entered the railway
industry in the late 19505 to
work on electrifying BR's
Liverpool Street suburban
routes to Enfield, Chingford
and Bishops Stortford. He
then worked in Queensland
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collision on a level crossing,
then in October 1984 he was
on a commuter train out of
Euston when it collided
with a freight train at
Wembley Central, killing

three passengers and on constructing the
injuring 17 plus one of the Townsville-Mount Isa
o dentityisg himseifto the | LR caree it
Identifying himself to the N
guard, Hope put down a the Railway Gazette, he
track circuit clip and reported on developments
detonators to make sure around the world. When he
another traindidnotrun | visited Mozambigue during
into his, or plough into the country’s Civil war, his
carriages thathad train was stopped and
overturned on to the next ched by armed rebels

~Richard Hope was born in

Sheffield on January 131934, | was in the &b of
the son of Group Captain | locomotlV
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which makes the

¥ Muscles warm, voy
Move easjly, And

ped save the Talyllyn R
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Hope cam

: Paigned against :
closing raj Waysin the face | Mround three
of road and air competition, posies s lreadyanag
hﬂng convinced a more mmfnﬁammﬂm
cliclent railway had much initiative
!I}e:r _r:u:;lmrilmte. He served R
riefly as an adviser to the ' )
Transport Select :.? Qﬁ%ﬁm Jé
Cummineel. anc}] a{sisisted mﬂmﬂwﬁw-
Eurotunnel wit evelopin .
cross-Channel rail s . Eé?ﬁmﬁwm
operations. Nxd5 19.04 wins)
His pride was the
Talyllyn, the worlds first | am
rallway to be rescuedand | i i
run by enthusiasts, Hope | 1 B BB
first encountered it in 1955 T A, B
and became an active | oA 5\
volunteer, travelling from | ¢ AN
his home at Berkhamsted. | S
He was secretary of the W
Talyllyn Railway : LnT e
Preservation Society for ll
more than 30 years, | 18.24 (Missing 18 Rf1y
finally it re.:{de Lﬂﬂd | Nxg320.hxgs Bxh3 2
I Yy 11s pres €Il intending Qxhé and
When he retired from the | mate, Black hasna al
| Talyllyn’s board in 2013, the | 21..Re8 22 Rxh6 Rxe
railway re-ran for him the | nasto give up hisbis
| Coronation train it had | ml,gﬂ m
operated in 1953, with the position. However., |
original fireman and guard. | play20Qf4 Kh7 21}
| Despite his struggle with %ﬁkﬂmh“m
Alzheimer’s, he visited the mﬂéapmm
Talyllyn as recen tly as last RbS 23.Rel Rxgs 2
February. 25.Re4 Re7 26.Rg
In 1962 Richard Hope ‘Bh“-k-imﬁse“ i
married Audrey Rogers, ﬁf‘ﬁ m,uﬁ"?;
who died in 2016. He is 29.Qf4 Qf8 30.Kg
Survived by their sonand | 32Rh4 Kg733Ri
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